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DYSLEXIA AWARENESS

Understand. Support. Empower.

Every learner deserves the opportunity to thrive.

A bilingual guide for students, families and educators.
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What is dyslexia?

A learning difficulty
Dyslexia mainly affects accurate,
fluent word reading and spelling.
Learners may need explicit teaching
and more practice connecting sounds
with letters.

Potential matters
Dyslexia is unrelated to intelligence. A
learner may express strong ideas
while finding reading or spelling
demanding. Each learner has a
different profile.

Replace myths
Reading difficulty is not laziness.
Targeted teaching and suitable
support help learners more than
simply asking them to try harder.
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Recognise the signs

Early years
Persistent difficulty with rhymes,
learning letter names or sounds, or
recalling familiar words may warrant
closer observation. Many young
children show some of these signs.

Primary years
Slow or effortful reading, difficulty
blending sounds and inconsistent
spelling can indicate support needs.
Notice patterns over time rather than
one isolated error.

Secondary years
Long reading tasks and note-taking
may be demanding. Discuss persistent
concerns with the teacher and
Inclusion Team. These indicators do
not confirm a diagnosis.
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A supportive classroom

Teach explicitly
Teach speech sounds, sound-letter
links, blending and spelling patterns in
a planned sequence. Model each step,
practise regularly and review
previously taught skills.

Enable access
Use clear instructions, smaller steps
and uncluttered pages. Offer suitable
audio, text-to-speech or oral
responses when they match the
learning goal and individual need.

Build confidence
Prepare learners before reading aloud.
Give specific feedback and monitor
progress from a starting point.
Classroom support can begin before a
formal diagnosis.
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Small steps at home

Read together
Share enjoyable books, read aloud and
discuss stories. Use brief practice
agreed with the teacher, without
pressure, and allow time for rest and
other interests.

Celebrate strengths
Notice effort, helpful strategies and
small achievements. Encourage the
child’s interests and ask which support
helps. Avoid comparisons with siblings
or classmates.

Partner with school
Share observations with the teacher
and Inclusion Team. Agree goals,
resources and review dates. Say: “You
have good ideas. Let us find a way to
show them.”



INCLUSION, WELLBEING & COUNSELLING

DIPS-BR | DYSLEXIA AWARENESS | OCTOBER 2026 06

Every learner belongs

Ask, support, review
Discuss concerns with the teacher and
Inclusion Team. Screening indicates
possible risk; identification requires an
appropriate assessment by a qualified
professional.

Diversity, acceptance and belonging

KHDA INCLUSION RESOURCES

Inclusive Education Framework

School Implementation Guide

Inclusive Education Parent Guide

Inclusive Education Directives

Official KHDA guides - tap a title to open.

https://web.khda.gov.ae/en/Resources/Publications/School-Inspection/Dubai-inclusive-education-policy-framework
https://web.khda.gov.ae/en/Resources/Publications/School-Inspection/Implementing-Inclusive-Education-A-Guide-for-Schoo
https://web.khda.gov.ae/en/Resources/Publications/School-Inspection/Advocating-for-Inclusive-Education-%E2%80%93-A-guide-for-p
https://web.khda.gov.ae/en/Resources/Publications/School-Inspection/Directives-and-Guidelines-for-Inclusive-Education

